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Dear Friends,

No More Deaths formed in Arizona in 2004 to
respond to a crisis of migrant suffering, death, and
disappearance in the borderlands. Twenty years have
passed and in 2024, this crisis is as bad as it has ever
been.

In the spirit of “civil initiative,” our mission is to do
justice, rather than petition others to do it. That
means that we put all our energy and resources into
providing humanitarian aid directly to people in need.
Every day we witness the humanity of migrants
seeking safety and livelihood for themselves and their
families. We also witness the horrific suffering they
experience because of border militarization and anti-
immigrant policies.

While we commemorate No More Death’s 20th
anniversary, we also recognize the 30th anniversary of
Border Patrol’s “prevention through deterrence”
strategy. Over the last 30 years, Border Patrol has
spent billions of dollars to increase physical border
barriers, surveillance, and agents. Their objective is to
force migrants to travel long distances through remote
regions where they are more likely to be apprehended
or die. This enforcement strategy has been responsible
for more than 10,000 recorded deaths, and the real
death toll is estimated to be between three and eight
times that many. According to the International
Organization for Migration, the U.S.-Mexico border
is now the deadliest land route for migrants
worldwide. The impact that this has had on people in
migration and their families and communities across
the globe is immeasurable.
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This year, we distributed over 13,000 gallons of water
on migrant trails. We provided life-saving supplies
and medical care to thousands of asylum seekers
stranded at the border wall in extreme weather. We
spoke with hundreds of callers on our Missing
Migrant Hotline to help them locate their loved ones.
We purchased food for shelters in northern Mexico
where hundreds of women and children are living as
they attempt to navigate the ever-changing U.S.
asylum process. Our volunteers also began making
trips to provide humanitarian aid in the New Mexico
and El Paso borderlands and help humanitarian aid
groups form in those regions. As you will read in this
newsletter, we are witnessing a drastic rise in the
number of people dying, especially women, while
attempting to cross the border near El Paso.

The work we do at No More Deaths is complicated
and costly. But we know it makes a difference.
Grassroots donations have sustained us for the last
20 years, and we are so grateful that you continue
to stand with us. Our goal is to raise $400,000 by the
end of 2024. Reaching this end-of-year fundraising
goal will guarantee another year of humanitarian aid
in the borderlands. Please donate using the enclosed
envelope or online (nomoredeaths.org). If you are
interested in planned giving, donations of stock,
contributing supplies, or have any questions, please
contact fundraising@nomoredeaths.org.

In solidarity and gratitude,
The No More Deaths / No Méas Muertes community

No More Deaths is a ministry of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tucson, a 501(c)3. Donations are tax-deductible.



No More Deaths releases “El
Paso Migrant Death
Database”

This spring, No More Deaths’ Abuse
Documentation team released the “El Paso
Migrant Death Database,” a map and a
report that attempt to address the lack of |
comprehensive, transparent, and publicly = *°
available migrant death data for New
Mexico, El Paso and border wide. This d
database compiles data from 2008-2024,
largely via public records requests from
medical examiners and other authorities.

In 2024, the El Paso Sector became the
deadliest area of the U.S.-Mexico border

for the first time. This is according to Customs and
Border Patrol (CBP) data obtained by No More
Deaths via FOIA request, which reports 168
individuals passed away while crossing the border
through the El Paso Sector this year, 40% more than
the next deadliest areas (the Del Rio Sector and
Tucson Sector). Even this number is almost certainly
an undercount. The El Paso Migrant Death Database
shows how CBP systematically undercounts migrant
deaths, with our data for some years counting as much
as two, three or even four times as many deaths.

In addition to undercounting overall deaths, we found
that Border Patrol especially undercounts and
misrepresents CBP-related deaths. We found that 15%
of migrant deaths in the El Paso Sector were caused
by chases, wall falls, use of force, or occurred in
custody. CBP only has reported a few of these deaths,
and by comparing our data with CBP’s own mortality
data, we’ve seen that, when a person has died falling
from the border barrier, CBP will regularly invent an
unrelated cause of death. Our own volunteers have
seen how Border Patrol’s use of force within the El
Paso sector escalates into dire and even deadly
situations for those in migration.

Most of those who have died in the El Paso Sector
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were found within the city limits of El Paso or in a
small area of desert just west of the city called
Sunland Park. While the Border Patrol’s long-
standing enforcement strategy known as “prevention
through deterrence” has caused countless deaths by
pushing migrants away from urban areas, this data
shows that border militarization has escalated to
the point where now an urban area like El Paso can
be as deadly as the middle of nowhere.

Restrictions on asylum under Trump and expanded by
Biden have led to dangerous situations for those
seeking asylum in the U.S. Since Biden’s June 2024
executive order further eroded protections for people
seeking safety at our border, we’ve seen firsthand that
as legal pathways are removed, people are forced into
the desert. The demographics of people whose
remains are being recovered in the El Paso Sector
have increasingly begun to resemble the

demographics of asylum seekers. More children,
families, elderly people, and people from regions as
far as South Asia and West Africa are traveling and
even passing away together. We found that in 2023,
women made up over 50% of recovered human
remains in El Paso and New Mexico, a statistic never
before seen in any other sector for any other year.




“In the summer of 2021, a 49-year-old
Brazilian woman, Lenilda Dos Santos, was
found dead in a rural area of Luna County,
New Mexico. She had initially attempted
applying for asylum between ports of entry
near the city of Mexicali, only to be deported
back to Brazil... After she was deported,
Lenilda immediately returned to try crossing
through the desert west of El Paso. She shared
coordinates of her location with her family

until she ultimately died in a field...” - ElPaso
Migrant Death Database, report

There is a great need for support and care along the
U.S.-Mexico border. Criminalization and border
militarization have never been and will never be the
answer. This report offers insight into the mass
amount of death and accumulated suffering that is
inflicted on people in migration, their families, and
their communities. We hope that this map will allow
us to honor and remember those who have died in this
area since 2008 and all those still missing. The
accessibility of this information is essential to
understanding and  preventing death  and
disappearance in the U.S.-Mexico borderlands.

Map and report: elpasomigrantdeathdatabase.org

The border wall near Sunland Park, just west of El Paso:




A snapshot of our Work this year

e Placed 13,096 gallons of water on migrant trails.

e Distributed $80,000 of food and medical supplies to
migrants at our remote aid camp and on migrant
trails.

e Distributed $50,000 of water, food, medicine,
warm clothing, and other supplies for asylum
seekers at the border wall.

e Received 1,707 phone calls to our Missing
Migrant Hotline.

e Purchased 155 bus tickets for asylum seekers in
Mexico to travel to U.S. ports of entry or return
home.

Choose your impact

$1.27 = 1 water gallon

$130 = weekly clothing

$350 = weekly water gallons
$675 = weekly truck fuel

$1,400 = monthly medical supplies
$8,300 = monthly food

$18,000 = used truck purchase

Our goal is to raise $400,000 by the
end of the year. Many hands make
light work!

Delivered $43,000 of humanitarian aid supplies
and $42,000 in staff funding to migrant shelters in
northern Mexico towns of Altar, Caborca, Sasabe,
and Sonoyta.

e Distributed $6,500 to support allied organizations
that distribute humanitarian aid and conduct
search and rescue operations.

e Hosted and trained 90 new volunteers from
Tucson and across the country through our Desert
Aid Volunteer Program.

e Published two abuse documentation reports about
the segregated 911 system in Pima County and the
rising migrant deaths near El Paso.
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Above: NMD volunteers hike ngrant trails to dlstrzbute water.

- Your support makes it possible for us to

provide humanitarian aid in the borderlands!'

Donate online via nomoredeaths.org or use the enclosed envelope to mail a check for

“No More Deaths — UUCT”

No More Deaths is a ministry of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tucson, a 501 (0)3“. DOnations are tax-deductible.



