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At this time a Border Protection Helicopter arrived in the area. Agent Collins requested that Air Interdiction Agent Sutton
assist in locating the suspected illegal aliens in the area. Agent Sutton, flying overhead, observed four individuals, one
of them being later identified as Walter E. STATON, taking water bottles out of the back of an SUV, walk away from the
SUV into the brush, and then return back to the SUV with no water bottles.

Agent Collins walked towards the location specified by Agent Sutton and he discovers 20 full one gallon water bottles.
The bottles were marked with the date 12/4/08 and the number 577. Agent Collins had previously encountered water
bottles placed at this same location, at coordinated N 31 36.782 W 111 24.252. This location is within the boundaries of
the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, which is also within the District of Arizona. Agent Collins noted that the
footprints around the water bottles were very fresh and going in both directions towards and from the gate at milepost 6.5.
Agent Collins followed the footprints and then tire tracks to the gate at milepost 6.5. He noticed that the footprints around
the gate at milepost 6.5 were the same as ones he had seen near the water bottles.

Agent Baron was also looking for suspected illegal aliens that day and was contacted by Agent Collins to assist. Inroute
to assist, he was passed by a silver SUV with four individuals inside. Agent Collins then called to ask that he determine
the license plate number of a silver SUV that would have been leaving the area around milepost 6.5. The SUV had already
passed Agent Baron by the time of the call, but Agent Baron then got into his vehicle and was able to sight the same silver
SUYV at or near milepost 7. At the time of the sighting, he observed that the tailgate of the SUV was up, and he was unable

read the license plate. He also observed that there were four individuals unloading several one gallon water bottles.
Agent Baron further observed these four individuals walk into the brush, where he lost sight of them.

Officer Casey arrived on scene, and Agent Baron advised Officer Casey that he had observed four individuals go into the
brush, each carrying two full water bottles. Officer Casey waited and the four individuals came back to the roadway.
Officer Casey asked the group if they had left any water bottles and if they would willing to take Officer Casey to them.
Walter E. STATON responded in the affirmative that they had left eight water bottles north of the roadway and that they
were willing to take Officer Casey to the bottles. At that time Agent Collins arrived and accompanied the group to retrieve
the water bottles. Agent Collins advised that the water bottles picked up at this location displayed similar markings as the
water bottles left behind at or near milepost 6.5 and that the footprints of these four individuals were the same as the
footprints left in the location near milepost 6.5. He also noted that Walter E. STATON was dressed as the same as person
who opened the gate at mile 6.5 and that he had the same footprints that were left at the gate at milepost 6.5.

When Officer Casey, Agent Collins, Walter E. STATON, and the three other individuals returned to the vehicles, Officer
asey informed the group that they were being cited for littering. Walter E. STATON indicated that this entire incident

was under his direction.

Officer Casey, based upon his experience as a Refuge Officer, has seen similarly marked water bottles on the Refuge. He
has seen them in similar groupings as the ones discovered on December 4, 2008. He has seen them scattered throughout
the Refuge in various locations. Based upon his experience, full water bottles are left in the Refuge, picked up by various
people, and discarded in various locations on the Refuge. This contributes to the overall trash problem on the Buenos Aires
National Wildlife Refuge.



